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Dear Friends and Supporters,
 

quarter of a century after the first Street School began in 
Denver,  member schools of the StreetSchool Network™ 

provide hope for a successful future to troubled and at 
risk youth in 42 cities in 24 states!

The first Street School was started to provide a second chance at 
a quality education for young people who had made choices that 
jeopardized their potential for a successful future or came from 
environments which provided poor modeling that did not  
encourage them toward becoming self sufficient, contributing 
members of society.

I would love to report that the national situation has improved in 
the ensuing years, but the reality is that there is a major crisis in 
education in America. We are at jeopardy of losing the next  
generation to a combination of a horrific dropout epidemic and a 
racial achievement gap.  Fifty percent of all minority youth drop out 
of high school before graduating.  In urban cores, this number rises 
to 65%.  In some inner-cities, only 35% of African-American and 
Hispanic males graduate from high school.  The statistics for  
females are only slightly higher.1

A major effort has been 
made during the past 
several years to deter-
mine the severity of the 
dropout epidemic in 
America.  The sheer 
number of adolescents 
who are leaving, or are 
being expelled from 
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our nation’s high schools, is staggering; 7,000 per day according 
to America’s Promise Alliance, a national youth-focused coalition 
started by Colin and Alma Powell.  The negative impact that this 
crisis will have on our economy has been estimated at $192 billion 
per year for each successive class of dropouts.2 Recent studies have 
shown that 3 of 4 young people are ineligible for military service 
due to their lack of academic acumen or because of a criminal 
record.3

Because of your gifts, the StreetSchool Network™ and its 
member schools provide a bright ray of hope in an otherwise 
dismal trend. While academic achievement and graduation rates 
remain low nationally, those of our Christian schools for troubled, 
urban, and at risk youth continue to rise, with students of the same 
racial and socioeconomic demographics, continue to be exemplary. 

In light of recent economic trends, I cannot thank you enough 
for supporting the StreetSchool Network™.  I would ask for your 
continued support toward our vital mission of helping students 
catch a vision for a successful future, and then giving them the tools 
to attain it.

On behalf of our excellent and dedicated staff, I would like to thank 
you for your partnership in making it possible for the StreetSchool 
Network™ to be considered a national leader in urban education 
reform, dropout prevention and recovery, and we covet your prayers 
as we continue this vital work.

For the Kids!!!

Tom Tillapaugh
President
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1-  http://www.all4ed.org/about_the_crisis
2- Cecilia Elena Rouse, Economist, Princeton University
3- Associated Press, Nov 5, 2009 “New Report Says 75 percent of Youth Unfit for Miltary Service”
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Highlights From Our Year 
•	 New schools opened their doors in Danbury, CT (Pathways Academy) 

and Syracuse, NY (Eagles Wings Urban Academy) to meet vital com-
munity needs.

•	 The StreetSchool Network™ had the largest enrollment in its history 
serving more than 3,800 students across the country.

•	 The number of high school graduates receiving diplomas in the 
StreetSchool Network™ nearly doubled in 2009.  This year, 308 diplo-
mas were awarded by member schools in comparison to 253 in 2008 
and 210 in 2007.  

•	 Four member schools received accreditation with the support of 
StreetSchool Network™ including:  Hunting Park Christian Academy 
(Philadelphia, PA), Tulsa Hope Academy (Tulsa, OK), Lydia Academy 
- Rockford (Rockford, IL) and Evangel Christian School (Long Island 
City, NY).  Accreditation provides schools with an independent mark of 
excellence from CITA, The Commission for International & Transre-
gional Accreditation which became AdvanceED in 2008-2009.

•	 Thanks to work with Brand Navigation, the National Association of 
Street Schools became StreetSchool Network™ and a new logo, website 
and tagline were launched to unify the schools across the country under 
a new moniker.

•	 The HOPE 2008 StreetSchool Network™  National Conference hosted 
44 schools and organizations were represented among the 140 attendees 
from 25 states who came together in their common mission to reach 
students at-risk through education.

•	 A quest to develop post-secondary partners created new opportunities 
for students and alumni to transition to their next step in life. They 
include: Jackson Hewitt, On Wings of Eagles, American Pathways 
University and HVACR.

•	 In August of 2008, StreetSchool Network™ founder and president, 
Tom Tillapaugh was awarded an honorary doctorate by American Path-
ways University. 

continued...
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•	 StreetSchool Network™ was tapped by the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion to participate on a national task force to identify alternative fund-
ing sources for urban faith-based schools as part of an initiative of the 
Office of  Non-public Education.  

•	 StreetSchool Network™ founder and president, Tom Tillapaugh, was 
recently invited to speak at the White House as part of a roundtable  
discussion on the crisis in funding for faith-based schools in our nation’s 
urban cores. This special gathering was called in response to the U.S. 
Department of Education’s release of a report entitled, Preserving a 
Critical National Asset:  America’s Disadvantaged Students and the 
Crisis in Faith-based Urban Schools.

•	 In the Denver Post’s Sunday June 7, 2009 opinion editorial, former  
Colorado Senate Chairman John Andrews gave a fictional address to  
Colorado’s high school graduates naming his pick for leaders to emulate 
with Tom Tillapaugh being among them.  In the editorial, he recog-
nized Tillapaugh as one of five “non-classroom educators whom I call 
Colorado’s personal responsibility all-stars.”  Andrews goes on to say, 
“’Yes you can’ was a watchword for these inner-city rescuers long before 
it became anyone’s campaign slogan.”

•	 Member schools continue to adopt and utilize tools for data-driven 
decision making including 23 schools who are now using StreetSchool 
Tracker powered by RenWeb. In addition, 23 schools are using the 
Northwest Evaluation Associates Measures of Academic Progress as-
sessment.  These tools provide on demand data related to academic test 
results and school performance.

•	 The Commission for International and Trans-Regional  Accredita-
tion asked Vice President of Education, Todd Goble, to speak at two 
conferences, one in Cairo, Egypt, and one in Alexandria, Egypt, on 
Infusionomics, the economic and financial literacy approach that the 
StreetSchool Network™ developed with the Powell Center for Econom-
ic Literacy. In addition, Todd served on an accreditation team which 
reviewed an urban private school in Cairo for continuing accreditation, 
using the same standards and protocol used in our network schools.

•	 Todd Goble, along with the Executive Director of the Powell Center for 
Economic Literacy, presented at the National Conference for Economic 
Educators in Biloxi, Mississippi. This was the first national presentation 

of the Infusionomics approach to economic literacy.
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Toni G. – The Potter’s House, 
Grand Rapids, MI, Class of 

2005
loved attending The Potter’s House (TPH) and still look back 
at the impact it had on my life. One person in particular who 
influenced me was Jackie Bouma. Jackie was a volunteer, a 
teacher in many ways, a great mentor and I looked up to her 

so much. During advisory group, she was fun, energetic and she 
connected with us.  Jackie spent her time making sure that we 
knew what the Bible was saying and how we were called to be dis-
ciples in the world. When there was a problem within the group 
she helped us “squash” the issue before it evolved into something 
larger and more difficult to take care of.  I love and respect her so 
much and am very grateful to know her!  How often is it that we 
get a person in our life who shows us Christ’s love every 
day?  Not very often and that is very unfor-
tunate! 

While at TPH, I was on the basketball 
team.  I was not the best player in the 
world, but the team was there for me 
and showed me that it was not about 
pure skill. We learned how to be better 
players because we learned how to be 
a cohesive team and showcase each 
other’s strengths while downplaying 
our weaknesses. We learned how 
to communicate and support each 
other. TPH is truly unique in how 
diverse its student body is; as a result, I learned 
many valuable lessons such as how to appreciate others from 
different backgrounds and ethnicities, which has benefited me in 
so many ways. 

I still use the communication skills I learned on the team and in 
my other experiences at TPH in my current roles as a student and 

I
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as Assistant Resident Director at Hope College.  In my position, 
I often have to communicate with and support my resident team 
and the residents in my hall. 

I am currently in my last year of college. I have worked in the 
Student Development office for three years and have interned in 
Philadelphia at a Social Work and Education facility for young 
children. I plan to go to graduate school; my biggest dream at 
the moment is to go to Pennsylvania State for a degree in Higher 
Education Administration, but I am also considering a Master’s 
degree in Social Work. At the end of the day, I know that God is 
in control of everything and I am still learning to listen and follow 

Kellen Williams,  
Seattle Urban Academy 

une 14, 2008 was a day to celebrate for Sharon Okamoto, 
Executive Director of Seattle Urban Academy (SUA).   
Not only had 5 seniors just graduated from SUA the day 
before, but she was now on her way to Eastern Washington 
University to witness an SUA alumni graduate from a  

four-year university!

Kellen Williams, a 2003 graduate of SUA, would be walking 
across the stage to receive his BA in Interdisciplinary Studies.  
Sharon, accompanied by Rev. Terrence Proctor, (Kellen’s  
Student Care Coordinator) and long-time SUA supporter  
Joan Hoshino, made the 4 hour drive to Easter Washington 
University to celebrate this milestone along with Kellen’s  
family and friends.

Joan Hoshino reminisced about first meeting Kellen during a 
math class where “he seemed like he’d rather be anywhere than 
in class!”  But, Joan relates, by the time he joined the staff on a 
mission trip to New Orleans last summer, “Kellen was always 
10 minutes early and waiting at the designated meeting spot 
for the entire trip—‘Eagle Time’ he called it—a habit that he  

J
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embraced as a star captain of the Eastern 
Washington University basketball 
team.”

Kellen remembers his beginnings with 
SUA in a more somber light.  “I was 
expelled from Franklin High School 
and was still getting into trouble on the 
streets when I came to SUA.  Once there 
I started changing because of my rela-
tionships with the teachers.  Rev. Proctor 
treated me like a son and taught me right 
from wrong and how to speak properly.  
Sharon bugged me a lot and got me through 
my trials.”

Basketball was an outlet to help him stay out of trouble.  Plus, he 
couldn’t play if he didn’t get good grades!  Since graduating from 
college, Kellen has been playing pro basketball in Germany in the 
European League.  He’s averaging 21 points per game.  He hopes 
to be working in radio within five years.  But for now, Kellen says, 
“I hope to see the planet and the world.  And just maybe I can get 
Joan, Sharon and Proctor over to see me play.”  

Jose & Xavier Juarez
Bridgemont Class of 2009

win brothers Jose and Xavier Juarez are 2009 grad-
uates of member school Bridgemont High School, 

in San Francisco, CA.  These young men needed to turn 
their lives around for the better, and Bridgemont pro-
vided them the opportunity and support to do that. 

At their previous school, Jose and Xavier were drinking and 
experimenting in ways that were detrimental to their lives.  
The summer before they came to Bridgemont the boys’ drug 
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StreetSchool Network™ Staff
Tom Tillapaugh •  President 
Wendy Piersee •  Executive Vice President 
Todd Goble  •  Vice President of Education 
Laurel Christensen • Dir. of School Dev, & Economic Literacy
Dwayne Hawkins •  Nat’l Manager of Col./Career Access & Transition
Marybeth Leavell •  Director of College/Career Access & Transition
Denise Lechtenberger •  Director of Development 
Katie McArthur •  Director of Academic Support 
Julie Martin •  Manager of School Development 
Angela Noteboom •  Finance and Project Manager 
Ginger Preeo •  Project Coordinator 
Lindsay Sattler •  Data and Student Services Coordinator
Megan Shulke •  Finance and HR Coordinator
Stephanie Stewart •  Marketing and Development Coordinator
Kara Vandas •  Director of Education
Rachael Walsh •  Administrative Assistant

 

StreetSchool Network™   
Board of Directors
Barbara Clemenson
Steve Foley
Vernard Gant
Mark Stanleigh Morris
Ron Rex 
Steve Smith
Craig Spencer
Tom Tillapaugh 
Angie West
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Accomplishments in the  
Lives of Our Students

On behalf of our students, our network is committed to making 
decisions based on our data. In the data below, you will see that we 
are meeting the needs of our target students (those most likely to 
leave high school without a diploma) by serving a high percentage of 
minority students and students living in poverty. You will see that 
our students are making significant academic strides evidenced by 
the increase in enrollment and the number of schools tracking and 
reporting their data. This is a small sampling of our data, to see more 
please visit www.streetschoolnetwork.org/annual_report.asp
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Operating Members
• The Bridge Avenue School, Cleveland, OH 
• Destiny Urban Academy, Oklahoma City, OK 
• Eagle Wings Academy, Syracuse, NY 
• Eagles’ Wings Urban Academy, Chicago, IL 
• Eastside Preparatory School, Camden, NJ 
• Freedom Center, Myrtle Beach, SC  
• Genesis One School, Mendenhall, MS 
• Harambee Preparatory School, Pasadena, CA 
• Inner City School, Denver, CO
• LOGAN Hope School, Philadelphia, PA 
• Pathways Academy, Danbury, CT
• S.A.C.R.E.D. Life Academy for Boys, Capitol Heights, MD 
• Salem Ranch, Flanagan, IL 
• Seattle Urban Academy, Seattle, WA 
• Spruce Hill Christian School & City Center Academy,  
         Philadelphia, PA 
• Urban Impact Leadership Academy, New Orleans, LA 
• Winston-Salem Street School, Winston-Salem, NC  

Friendship Schools
• Eastside Academy, Bellevue, WA  
• Elijah House Academy, Richmond, VA 
• Harambee Christian School, Columbus, OH 
• Lost and Found- Boys Campus, Morrison, CO 
• Manhattan Christian Academy, New York, NY
• Pikes Peak Academy, Colorado Springs, CO 
• The Potter’s House School, Hartford, VT 

Future Schools
• Hollygrove Hope, Covington, LA 
• The Intersection, Columbia, MO 
• Lawrence Street School, Lawrence, MA 
• Vancouver Community Street School, Vancouver, WA 
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